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Reverend Protopresbyter Andreas G. Georganas, Proistamenos

METROPOLIS o '
OF CHICAGO Reverend Protopresbyter Panagiotis K. Malamis

November 20, 2020
Dear Faithful,

We continue to be amazed by the dedication to the mission of our Church by so many of you. The work that has
continued through 2020 has been remarkable. The support you have given brings happiness and joy to our hearts and we
want to thank you.

We realize that this has been a different and challenging year for many of us. COVID-19 entered our lives and we were
not prepared, let alone did we have the knowledge on how to adapt to what this would bring. For some, there has been
stress from loss of income, job changes, loss of normalcy and severe loneliness. Others, have been able to adjust without
much difference in their lives. In some way, we have all had to deal with change. This is what life is about, it changes in
unexpected ways and we try our hardest to adapt.

At St. Demetrios, we have experienced challenges to our church life as well. In early March, while trying to respond to
the breaking pandemic, our Metropolis responsibly provided direction via multiple directives. When the directive came
to close the church building out of an abundance of safety, it was one of the hardest days in our lives. From that day, our
number one goal was to never cease worshipping our Lord.

The Parish Council and our Staff, working together, were able to bring worship into your home. We adapted. We
provided online worship opportunities for you, we made sure website, videos and announcements had been thoughtfully
created to keep you, our St. Demetrios family, connected. By the grace of God, after 84 long days, on the Holy Feast of
Pentecost our parish re-opened for the faithful.

Our commitment never ceased. We adapted. We kept our promise, as well as keeping our commitment through outreach
within our community. Our Philoptochos Society and Compassionate Friends Ministry have never been as hard-pressed
to fulfill their missions as they have this year. Our parish outreach has done a wonderful job providing for the immediate
needs of people. Our ministries have taken flight and are off to a good start under difficult circumstances.

This could not have happened without your support. All of you, the devoted family of St. Demetrios, have been
charitable and steadfast in your support of our church and our mission to keep moving forward. We have been so
inspired by your generosity, with your resources and your time, as well as with your prayerful presence in worship and
your thanksgiving to God. We are a family of joyful and sacrificial givers who put their trust in God. We want to thank
all of you for your continued and unending support. God continues to challenge us and pushes us to use our time and
talents in ways that make us good stewards, giving us the opportunity to grow our future.

This year we ask you, once again, to be in prayerful discernment about what you can give to God for your 2021
Stewardship. For our Stewards that have been affected financially by Covid-19, we understand that you can only give
what you are able, and we are here to help you if assistance is needed. For those that can continue their full financial
supportt, please seek in your hearts what God is calling you to give towards the ministries and programs at St. Demetrios.
If you are able, please consider increasing your pledge to help offset those who cannot fully give this year because of
their current situation.

It has been a true miracle to see the Holy Spirit at work during 2020. We have received many gifts in order to continue
our mission and we, by the grace of God, never slowed down. The Spirit has given us the energy, inspiration, and
dedication so that our minds, bodies and souls encompass total devotion to God and God’s church here at St. Demetrios
in Elmhurst.

As always, we are in this together. We are family and you are loved. Let us give joyfully to God, so that God’s mission
can move forward in incredible ways. We cannot wait to see where the good and all-loving Lord chooses to take us next.

Sincerely in Christ,

i;ﬁv’_i*' M Jeog— Peter Barkoubies

Rev. Protopresbyter Andreas G. Georganas Mzr. Peter Barkoulies
Proistamenos Parish Council President



Avyannroi IIiotoi,

LuveyiCovue va eipaote EKTANKTOL amtd TNV a@ooiwot) 0To €QY0 TG eKKANOIaG pag amod t1doovs mMoAAoVS amd eoas. To
éoyo mov ovveyiCetat péxol kat twea etvat afloonpelwto. H vootrolen oag pag divel xapd kat evtuxila TG KaQOLEg
Hag Kot OEAOVLE VA 0aC EVXAQLOTHOOULLE.

I'vwotlovpe MOAV KaAG OTL pETog elval L dLPOQEETIKY) Kat dVOKOAN XQOVId ylx Toug To TOAAOUG amd eUdC.
O 16c COVID-19 prike ot Cwn] Hac Kol dev MUAOTAV TIQOETOHACUEVOL OVTE elXOle TN YVWOT Y& TO TS Vo
TIOOOAQUOOTOVHE O€ aLTA MOV é@ee. I'la MOAAOVG LTTAOXEL AYXOC ATO TNV ATIWAELA EL00ODUATOS, A0 AAAdYEéG otV
dovAeld kat otov tEOTo Cwng, Kol ard T cofagr] povalld. AAAOL (0wG €XOUV KATAPEQEL VA TIQOTAQHOOTOUV XwWQILG
peyaAn dagopa ot Cwn tovs. Katd kamoto 19omo dpws, 6Aot pag avipetwniCovpe aAdayéc otnv Cwn pac. Etot etvat
avt 1 Lwn. AAAACEL pe aTIQOCOOKTTOVS TQOTIOUG Kol TTROCTIAB0UE OKATQA VOt TQOOAQUOTTOVE.

Z1tov Ayo AnpnTolo, Omws Kol o€ OAEG TIC EKKANOLEG, E(XALE VA KAVOUUE KAL e aAAdYEG OTNV EKKANOLXOTIKT] pog Cor).
Ztc agxéc Maortiov, evw mpoomaBovoape va avtanokoldovpe oty mavonuila, 1 MntedmoAn pe vrtevbvvotnta pag
€0woe MOAAATIAEG 001 YIES Y TNV avTipeT@Ton tn¢ mavdnuias. Otav 1pOe 1 odnyla var kAeloovpe v ekkAnola oav
TOOANTTTIKG HETEO, TV Hx amd TIG To dVOKOAES pépeg otn Lwr) pag. Amd exetvn v NUéa, o aptduds évag otdxog
HAG 1Ty Vo v otapatrjoovpe oté va Aatgevovue tov Koo pag otov xweo Tov.

To ovpBovAlo Tng ekkAnolag oe ovveQyaoio He TO TIEOTWTUKO HAS, HTOQETAV va @EQouv Tn Aatoeia oTo OmitL oaC.
IMoooapudoape. Anpoveyroape dadIkTVaKES evKalleg AaToeiag, Kol dOVAEPaE OKANOA YIX VA O0OG KQATIIOOVHE
OLVOEDEEVOUG LLE TNV OKOYEVELRX TOV AYiov Anuntoiov péow TG LoTooEAAS pag, pe Blvteo kat avakowwoels. Me n
Xan tov Oeov, petd and 84 pégeg, otnv Ayia I'optr) g Ilevinkootric, ) ekkAnoia pag dvotée Eavd yia Toug moTovg.

H déopevon pag dev otapdatnoe moté. Iloooaguooape. Tnonoape v vmoéoxeon pag, kabwg kat T déopevon Hag
npooeyyilovtag v kowvotntds pag. H Pddmtwyog kot 1) opdda Compassionate Friends dev éviwoav moté 1000 Tieon
otV eKTANEWOT TV Kadnkdviwv tovg 600 @étoc. Eywve pia vmtépoxn dOVAELd Yix TNV AVTLLETWOTLON TWV AHECWYV
avaykoV Twv ouvavOowniwv pac. OAec oL opddes pag dovAevovy OkANOA KATw Ao dVOKOAES oLVOTKEG.

OAa avta dev Oa pmogovoav va yivouv xweic tnv vroototér] oas. OAol eoeic, 1 apoolwpévn okoyévelan Tov Aylov
Anunrolov, elote PLAGvVOowmoL kat otaBegol otnV LTTOOTHELEN NG ekkANOTing pag kat tov égyov tne. H yevvalodwoia
TV TIOEWV KAL TOL XPOVOL 0aG, KAOWS KAl OL TEOOEVXEG OAC OTIC AELTOVQYIEC KAL 1] ELYVWHOOUVT] 0ag TEOG ToV B0,
TIEAYHATIKA Pag epTtvéovy . Elpaote pa otkoyéveta ov ta péAN g divouv pe xapa kat Ovoia kat mov epmotevoval
Tov Oed. OéAovpe va eLXAQLOTHOOVHE OAOUG 0AG Yix T ouvexH Kol ateAeiwtn vrooTroen oac. O Oedc ovvexilel va
pag mookaAel kat va Hag wOel va XONOLHOTOLOVE TO XQOVO KAl Ta TAAEVTA, OV AUTOG HAg €XEL DWOEL, UE TEOTIOVS TIOV
HAG KAVOLV KAAOUG DX ELQLOTEG, DIVOVTAG HAG TNV EVKALQIX Vot KAVOUUE EUEIS TO LEAAOV pacg.

®étog, oag CNTape, yix AAAN px QOQd, va OLKQLVETE (e TTQOOEVLXT] TL UTtoQElTE Vo Eoo@égete otov BOed yix v
vroototén tov €oyov g ekkAnoiag Tov 1o 2021. T avtovg ATO €0AC OV €XETE EMNQEROTTEL OLKOVOHLKA AOYW
tov Covid-19, xataAaPatvovpe v 0éon oag kal Ot lOwg vo PNV pmogelte va vmootneil&ete v ekkAnola 6go
Yevvalddwoa 0600 aAdec xooviéc. @éAouvpe emione va Eégete OtTLelpaote €W yix va oag ondroovpe eav
xoewdleote fonOeia. ' 6oovg UMOEOVV Vo ouvexlooLV TNV TATQN OWKOVOUIKY TOUG LUTIOOTHQLEN, avalntote oTig
KaEdLég oag TL oag (Ntd 0 Oedc va dwoete Yo va ovveyxloovpe to é0yo Tov edw otov Aylo Anuntoro. Edv pmopeite,oag
TIQAKAAOVE V& OKEPTELTE VA avEnoete TN DEOUEVOT] 0Ag WOTE va avtiotaduioete avtovg ov dev Ba pmogéoovv va
dWo0oLV TAT)OWS PETOC.

Hrav éva moarypatio Oavpua va dovpe to Ayto ITvedpa va Aertovgyet kata T dudokela tov 2020. Exovpe maet moAA&
oA Yt vae oLVEXIOOULLE TO €QY0 HAG KAl eUELS, pe TN xdoen Tov Oeov, dev emiBoaduvOnikape moté. To ITvedpa pag €xet
dOEL TNV eVEQYELR, TNV EUTIVELOT] KAL TNV AQOCTIWOT), WOTE Tot HUAAR, Ta COHATA Kt oL PuxEG HAS Vo TEQLARUBAVOLY
amoAvTn aooilwor otov Oed kat v ekkAnoia Tov edw otov Ayio Anuntowo oto EApyxegot.

Onwe mavta, elpaote oe 0Aa pall. Eipaote g owoyévela kat oag ayardpie. Ag doovue pe xapd otov Oed, woTe To
£0y0 Tov B0V VA TEOXWETTEL UE ATUOTEVTOVS TQOTIOUG. AVUTIOHOVOUHE va dOVE TOU eTAEYEL O KAAOG KAL OTOQYLKOG
Kvotoc va pag 0dnyrjoet otn ovvéxeta.

ElAikpotva otov XoLoto,

P25 O e Peter Barouticn

Rev. Protopresbyter Andreas G. Georganas Mztr. Peter Barkoulies
Proistamenos Parish Council President



